
Sample Discussion Board Rubric 

My formula for grading the weekly discussion boards. 

Expectations for Discussion Board Participation The main difference 
between a (90% and above A) and (89% and below B) discussion board grade is incorporating SPECIFIC 
DETAILS and EXAMPLES from the text (or web)and incorporating art images that relate to your post to 
ILLUSTRATE your answers to the topics (on db) in addition to putting the lectures and text information 
INTO YOUR OWN WORDS and ELABORATING on the topic. You cannot earn an A grade for only 
one post no matter how good it is. Students MUST post a minimum of 3 times per week to be considered 
for an A and the first post answering the db question should be in the 400 word range.  These posts must 
be thorough, well researched and add something to the dialogue. Two good posts will earn you in the 88 
range and the best grade you can earn with one post is an 80 if it meets my criteria. I like to see good solid 
research on these responses, in addition to you exploring the web beyond my posted lecture notes for 
background information. After you post your thorough, well researched and illustrated response to the 
discussion board topic, then you will do a minimum of 2 thoughtful replies to other students. Replies are 
considered posts but do NOT have to be as long as your initial post - the reply should add something to the 
discussion beyond "Good job John or great post Jane". Please do NOT wait until the last minute to post 
your responses for the week.  I grade down for consistent last minute posts. You can't have a viable 
discussion when you are posting a few hours before the deadline.  Plagiarism is NOT TOLERATED in 
any way, shape or form. Write your posts in YOU OWN WORDS and attribute your research sources 
when pulling content from web sites or texts.  

Sample Art 115 Grading Policy  

Grades are essentially a gauge to let you (the student) know how you are doing in a particular class and/or 
on a specific project. There are many variables that I consider when grading your discussion board 
assignments. Grading can be a very difficult (and time consuming) aspect of teaching, a duty I take very 
seriously. The weekly discussion topics I assign are meant to introduce (expose) you to the various 
dynamics and theories of art through history. 

The variables I consider when evaluating your discussion responses are as follows; 

1. How much time and effort did you put into your reading and research? 

2. Did you follow the directions for the assignment? 

3. Did you put the homework response INTO YOUR OWN WORDS and attribute your research 
sources.  

4. How hard did you challenge yourself with the assigned discussion topic? 

5. Was your discussion post well written, approximately 400 words, researched and did you attribute your 
sources if you did not paraphrase? 



6. Did you meet the deadline? Did you wait until the last minute to post??? 

7. Did you demonstrate that learning occurred from your research into the specified topic demonstrated in 
your db post and quiz grade. 

8. Did you address the visual elements of design, organizing principles and/or the historical context of the 
period of art we are studying in the assigned homework? 

9. Did you refer to specific works of art in your initial discussion board response and incorporate an actual 
art image (images) to illustrate your points. 

10. Did you post in a timely fashion and not wait until the very last minute of the due date to post your 
response to the specified discussion topic. 

 If you are not happy with a grade and you don't believe I have given you enough reason (explanation) for 
that particular grade I want you to immediately bring it to my attention via e-mail. I am a human being 
and human beings can make mistakes or sometimes get tunnel vision when grading lots of assignments. I 
am always willing to discuss a particular grade with you if you have a reasonable concern or question. 
Before you contact me concerning a grade all I ask is that you ask yourself the above questions as they 
relate to my grading parameters. If you truly feel the grade is inconsistent with my variables please contact 
me about it. If I have made a mistake I will change the grade or maybe it's just a matter of me giving you a 
more in-depth explanation about it. 

My agenda as a teacher is LEARNING and grades are a necessary factor in our journey through art. 

Sample Welcome Announcement 
Students, 

I want to welcome you all to my Art History II online class! 

Let me clarify how the class (Moodle) works. Essentially each week you will have a discussion topic. I 
really want to see everyone involved (making an effort) in these weekly discussions. The discussion forum 
is our classroom. I will kick each discussion off, add some resources (links and videos) for you and 
respond to a cross section of you each week, in addition to moderating the discussion.  

All course materials and assignments you need are on this moodle platform. 

You should start off by STARTING A NEW THREAD and first posting your initial (thorough and well 
researched) response to the discussion questions then respond to a MINIMUM of 2 other students or me 
(or one of each). Your replies to each other should be more than nice post or good job on that answer John. 
I also want you to include an art image (images) that illustrates your initial discussion board post. This is 
important if you want a good Discussion Board grade!!! Directions for doing this are posted in the top 
course information module.  
 
You will also be expected to do a multiple choice quiz each week and you get 2 attempts at it. This is an 
OPEN BOOK quiz. There are also audio and text lectures and videos in each module (learning resources) 
to help you discuss and answer the questions as well. 
 
Each week starts Monday morning and goes until Sunday night. PLEASE DON'T WAIT UNTIL THE 
LAST MINUTE TO POST TO THE DISCUSSION FORUM. TRY AND POST THROUGHOUT 
THE WEEK.  



You have until the last day of the posted dates on the module to submit your quiz and make final posts to 
the db. I don't accept (or grade) late posts to the discussion board after I have graded them. 
 
This week we are introducing ourselves and familiarizing ourselves to the class web site "moodle" in 
addition to taking the attendance verification quiz, reading the first introductory chapter of the text and 
writing an overview of that intro chapter and taking a short art terms quiz. 

Please do NOT plagiarize my posted lectures and/or textbook materials - always attribute 
your sources if you don't put into your own words. I do not tolerate plagiarism!!! 
 
Good Luck to you all! I will see you in the first discussion forum! Feel free to contact me via email if you 
have any questions. Make sure you watch my course orientation video located in the Course Information 
Module and read the discussion board grading rubric. Feel free to contact me via e-mail if you have any 
questions. 

Please take the attendance verification quiz immediately after reading the course syllabus and 
familiarizing yourself with the moodle platform. I cannot count you present in the class until you submit 
the quiz.    

Sample Final Announcement 

Your final grades are posted to your Moodle Grade Book and will be submitted to PCC Web Adviser 
by this afternoon.  

PCC Grading Scale: 

PCC grades are based on a 4.0 grading system. Each grade is assigned a “grade-point 
equivalent” in quality points for each term credit hour scheduled. 

Numerical Grade  

90 – 100 A – Excellent 

80– 89 B – Good 

70 – 79 C – Average 

60 – 70 D – Below Average 

0 – 59 F – Failure 

Some of my favorite activities are learning, writing about, teaching and seeing great art. It enriches me and 
gives me insight into the complexities of the human condition. That is what great art does if you understand 
the visual language.  
 
Things to remember when viewing art from this point on... 
 
Effective use of the visual elements of design and organizing principles is one of those key variables when 
it comes to evaluating art. The EXPRESSIVE and/or INTELLECTUAL CONTENT is another 
important factor to analyzing and appreciating art through the ages. We must also consider 
ORIGINALITY, UNIQUENESS, and the power of the art to ENGAGE the viewer at multiple levels. 
 



There are a variety of meanings to art depending on the following variables. We must consider the 
emotional and/or intellectual response of the viewer, the CULTURE/SOCIETY in which the art was 
made, the emotional state of the ARTIST, the TIME the art was created, the PLACE it was made, the 
PATRON of the art, the POLITICAL climate of the day and of course we the viewers of art created 
during another time. We must remember that art has a different meaning for us today than it did when it 
was made.  
 
You will all hopefully leave this class with a better understanding and appreciation of art through the ages. 
I have enjoyed taking you on this journey. 
 

Good luck to all of you as you continue your 
educational journey!  

Feel free to contact me via e-mail if you have any 
questions about your final grade.  

Please note that missing quizzes, exams and discussion boards really brings your (final) overall grade 
down. 
 
Mr. K 

 

 

 

	


